
The Medical Letter® publications are protected by US and international copyright laws.
Forwarding, copying or any distribution of this material is prohibited.

Sharing a password with a non-subscriber or otherwise making the contents of this site available
to third parties is strictly prohibited.

By accessing and reading the attached content I agree to comply with US and international
copyright laws and these terms and conditions of The Medical Letter, Inc.

For further information click: Subscriptions, Site Licenses, Reprints 

or call customer service at: 800-211-2769

Important Copyright Message

IN THIS ISSUE (starts on next page)

In Brief: Propylthiouracil for
Hyperthyroidism .................................................. p 53

FORWARDING OR COPYING IS A VIOLATION OF US AND INTERNATIONAL COPYRIGHT LAWS

The Medical Letter®

On Drugs and Therapeutics

Published by The Medical Letter, Inc. •  1000 Main Street, New Rochelle, NY 10801  •  A Nonprofit Publication

http://medicalletter.org/html/subscribenow.htm
http://medicalletter.org/html/sitelicenses.htm
http://medicalletter.org/html/copyright_permission.htm


FORWARDING OR COPYING IS A VIOLATION OF U.S. AND INTERNATIONAL COPYRIGHT LAWS 57

The Medical Letter®

On Drugs and Therapeutics

Volume 51  (Issue 1317) 
July 27, 2009

www.medicalletter.org

Published by The Medical Letter, Inc. •  1000 Main Street, New Rochelle, NY 10801  •  A Nonprofit Publication

Propylthiouracil for Hyperthyroidism
IN BRIEF

The thionamides propylthiouracil and methimazole are
both used to treat hyperthyroidism.1 Propylthiouracil
causes severe hepatic toxicity or hepatic failure in about
0.1% of adults and children.2,3 It is the third leading
cause of liver transplants due to drug toxicity (aceta-
minophen and isoniazid are the first two). Methimazole
may cause less serious hepatic toxicity; reversible
cholestatic jaundice has been reported. There is gener-
ally no good reason to continue to use propylthiouracil,
with 2 possible exceptions. First, propylthiouracil may be
preferred for treatment of life-threatening thyroid storm
because it inhibits conversion of T4 to T3, while methi-
mazole does not. Second, propylthiouracil may be
preferable for use in pregnancy because use of methi-
mazole has rarely been associated with aplasia cutis
and with choanal and esophageal atresia.

1. Drugs for thyroid disorders. Treat Guidel Med Lett 2009; 7:57.
2. SA Rivkees and DR Mattison. Ending propylthiouracil-

induced liver failure in children. N Engl J Med 2009;
360:1574.

3. DS Cooper and SA Rivkees. Putting propylthiouracil in per-
spective. J Clin Endocrinol Metab 2009; 94:1881.
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